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Abstract 

The teacher’s level of competence is one of the factors that directly affect the quality of 

teaching and consequently student’s performance. This study aimed to know the 

implementation of teacher’s pedagogical competence of English Department students as pre- 

service teacher of PLP 2021, and to find out which pedagogical competence aspects that the 

English Department students as pre-service teacher of PLP 2021 implemented in their 

teaching practice. This study employed qualitative descriptive research by using interview 

guidelines and note-taking from the lesson plans and teaching videos. The research subjects 

for this study were the English Department students who followed PLP 2021, by the total of 

six subjects. In order to collect and analyze the data, the researcher used interactive data 

analysis which consists of data reduction, data display, and drawing conclusion/verification. 

The findings of this study revealed that the research subjects (2018 English Department 

students of Mulawarman University) have different efforts to conduct teaching English 

according to their own knowledge and skill. In addition, it is known that the students did not 

implement all aspects of pedagogic competence while writing the lesson plans and 

making/searching the teaching videos to be used in their teaching practice. Therefore, the 

researcher suggested the English Department students to understand the level of pedagogic 

competence that they have. 
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1.   Introduction 

According to Faidal, Nur, and Suriani (2020), pedagogic competence talks about the 

ability of teachers in terms of delivering and transferring knowledge for their students. 

They also added that the critical point in understanding pedagogical competence should 

focus on the features that showed the ability to solve problems in teaching. Next, Lukman 

et al (2020) stated that personality competence is a personality will appear as a hidden 

curriculum, which affects how to teach and educate. It is a must for every teacher, so their 

students feel comfortable while learning with their teachers. According to Pahruddin et al 
(2016), social competence talks about the ability of teachers in terms of adapting 

themselves to various social relations and conditions. Teachers must be able to have good 

relationship with everyone in their classes and school, then adapting themselves to cope 

with the social conditions there. Last, Orazbayeva (2016) said that professionalism 

competence talks about the ability of teachers in terms of performing tasks independently, 

responsibly, and adequately in pedagogical activity. Teachers must be able to teach their 
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materials with their own skill and capability, and always develop themselves to fix their 

mistakes so they can become professional educators for their students. 

  2.   Literature Review 

 

Yikelao and Karvinen (2018) said that in order to create the professional requirements 

of a teacher, teacher education institutes must prepare programs that increase the 

understanding of the future teachers in pedagogic aspect, as well as social and cultural 

contexts. In conducting field teaching practice, there is a certain institution that controls 

the activities – it is called teacher training institution. The institution is responsible for 

doing training and exercises for both pre-service and in-service teachers. The institution 

then prepares appropriate programs, curriculum, and guidance for the participants while 

following teaching practices in the appointed schools. In Mulawarman University, the 

institution is called UPT. PLP Universitas Mulawarman, which is an integrated part of 

Faculty of Teaching Training and Education. 

According to Arum (2019), pre-service teacher is a person who participates in school 

teaching practices, field studies, school-based experiences or apprenticeship programs in 

school. Pre-service teachers are expected to bring to classrooms a basic set of pedagogical 

competence, they will require a good knowledge of their teaching subjects, a confident 

grasp of a range of teaching methods and sufficient knowledge of student‟s development 

and school for an effective start to their teaching activity. In FKIP Mulawarman 

University, before following the field teaching practice, the students have been given 

some subjects related to the theories and practices on how to teach in classrooms in order 

to improve their pedagogical competence as pre-service teacher. In English Department 

of FKIP Mulawarman University, the students must take two eligible subjects: 

Microteaching and Curriculum and Material Development. Besides those, all subjects in 

English Department are also important for the students to gain basic knowledge in 

teaching English for their juniors in schools. After 3 years of studying in campus, the 

students are supposed to be ready to teach as pre- service teachers, who will follow the 

pre-service teaching program. It is the chance for the students to prove that they are ready 

to teach after they graduate from the campus, so it is eligible for all of them. 

According to a study conducted by Schleicher (2020), there are various obstacles in 

conducting teaching activity, especially during Corona Virus Disease 2019 (COVID-19). 

In early March 2020, the world got hit by uncontrollable virus COVID-19 which forced 

people to isolate themselves indoor and stop any outdoor activities to prevent the 

infection which resulted in the closing of school, public area, both government and 
private office for the time being. By the closing of school, teaching activity that supposed 

to be held in the classroom is moving to online platform such as Google Classroom and 

Zoom. This mass exodus to online platform causes a new challenge for teachers 

everywhere around the world, especially in Indonesia. There are so many problems 

during online learning activity, starting from slow and limited access to the internet due 

the infrastructure is not equally distributed across Indonesia, the amount of students that 

didn‟t have gadgets to participate in online learning, and teachers‟ ability to implement 

their teaching activities online. For the English Departments students that have to 

participate in PLP during pandemic, it will become a new challenge. They must be able to 
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do teaching activity during pandemic, facing various problems during learning session, 

and their ability to adapt will be tested.  

According to the background of the study above, the researcher formulates the 

following research questions: 

1. How is the process of implementing pedagogical competence aspects by the 

English Department Mulawarman University students during PLP 2021? 

2. Which pedagogical competence aspects that the English Department students 

as pre-service teacher of PLP 2021 implemented in their teaching practice?. 

3. Methods 

 

The design used in this study was a qualitative research. The researcher chose the 

qualitative research because the study did not rely on counting numbers with complex 

formula, but described findings in words. The researcher used a qualitative research 

because the data collected in the study is in forms of interviews and note taking from 

English pre-service teachers. According to Creswell (2012), a qualitative research deals 

the problem by exploring and developing an understanding through text analysis and 

interpretation of the findings by words. In terms of using words rather than numbers, the 

qualitative research that the researcher took was a case study. 

1. The subjects must have followed pre-service teaching program (PLP); 

2. The subjects must have passed KKN-PLP course with the score of A or B; 

3. The subjects must have teaching video during PLP. 

4. The subjects must have lesson plan used to teach during PLP 

5. The subjects have allowed themselves to be engaged in this study. 

 In this study, the researcher used two research instruments. They are interview 

guidelines and note-taking from lesson plans and videos. The interview guidelines were 

prepared and modified by the researcher based on the concept of pedagogic competence 

mentioned by National Education Minister’s Regulation No. 16 Year 2007 (2007), while 

note-taking from lesson plans and videos were done by using pedagogic competence 

mentioned by National Education Minister’s Regulation No. 16 Year 2007 (2007). 

The researcher used interactive analysis model provided by Miles and Huberman 

(1994), which has three main procedures: data reduction, data display, and conclusion 

drawing/verification.  

 

4. Result and Discussion 

 

From the interview session, it is known that the students tried their best to implement 

pedagogic competence aspect mentioned inside National Education Minister’s Regulation No. 

16 Year 2007 (2007) into teaching English, although there were some different process inside 

each student’s teaching. From the result of documentation for both the lesson plans and 

teaching videos, it is known that the students did not implement all aspects of pedagogic 

competence while writing the lesson plans and making/searching the teaching videos to be 

used in teaching practice. 

In terms of the implementation of pedagogic competence aspects, this finding is quite 

similiar with the study done by Saif (2021). Her study revealed that the pre-service teachers 
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from Ar-Raniry Islamic University Department of Physics, Banda Aceh, were able to 

implement their teaching skills based on pedagogical competence that has been set from 

National Education Minister’s Regulation No. 16 Year 2007, and the participants of the study 

believed that they were competent and ready to be employed as full-fledged teachers 

However, after being analyzed by using each aspect of pedagogical competence to find out 

more accurately, it was found that not 100% of all the students believed that they could teach 

well. For example, the findings based on the first aspect (understanding the characteristic of 

students), there were 19 students of 31 who did not capable to master this aspect. 

Meanwhile, it is also same with the study which is done by Mubarok from Mulawarman 

University of English Department (2019). The result from the study revealed that the 

possession of high level readiness by English Department students does not guarantee that 

they can solve problems that they face in following field teaching practice. Problems in 

teaching are things that every pre-service teacher will face, therefore, they must be able to 

overcome those regardless if they have high level of readiness as the future teachers or not. In 

accordance with this study, the researcher found out that the students still did not ready to 

prepare solutions to handle problems inside their class.  

However, the findings of this study are different with the study which is done by Rahmad 

from IAIN Batusangkar (2021).  The result from the study the researcher found out that seven 

strategies had applied by student teachers in teaching English online during COVID-19 

pandemic. If those results are compared with the ones that this study found, it is found that the 

English Deparment of Mulawarman University applied less strategies when conductiong 

teaching practice during COVID-19 pandemic, in three ways: explaining the material by using 

several devices, checking of students’ understanding about the material that has learned and 

giving the assignment by using online platforms. 

Next, the findings of this study are different with the study which is done by Sumani and 

Arifin from Universitas PGRI Madiun and UNIPMA (2017) The result of their study revealed 

that the pre-service teachers are good at introductory and closure skills, explanation, group 

and individual teaching, and teaching variation, classroom management, and assessing. If 

those result are compared with the ones that this study found, it is found that the English 

Deparment of Mulawarman University applied less strategies when conducting teaching 

practice during COVID-19 pandemic, in three ways: explaining the material by using several 

devices, checking of students’ understanding about the material that has learned and giving 

the assignment by using online platforms. 

In terms of the implementation of pedagogic competence aspects, this finding is quite 

similar with the study which is done by Aulia from STKIP PGRI Banjarmasin (2021). The 
result of her study showed that in order to make EFL teachers manage the classroom 

activities, they are required to have a bunch of pedagogy knowledge such as designing 

material, teaching activities, evaluation, and feedback. Besides that, the mastery and literacy 

of technology are needed to drive EFL teachers to operate teaching-learning media in the 

effort to enhance learners towards technology-based learning. If those results are compared 

with the ones that this study found, it is found that the English Deparment of Mulawarman 

University applied similar ways when conducting teaching practice during COVID-19 

pandemic.  
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In terms of the implementation of pedagogic competence aspects, this finding is quite 

similiar with the study which is done by Basri from University of Muhammadiyah Makassar 

(2019). The result of his study showed that there were five pedagogical aspects that researcher 

can see when teacher was starting to teaching at SMA Negeri 5 Selayar on ten grade senior 

high school, those were, the English teacher have skills in opening classroom is well, and the 

teacher has mastered the methods very well accordance with the material, the English teacher 

has ability in mastered the learning material is well, and alsothe English teacher has ability in 

managed classroom, and then, theteacher has ability in closing classroom very good. If those 

results are compared with the ones that this study found, it is found that the English 

Deparment of Mulawarman University applied more pedagogic aspects when conducting 

teaching practice during COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

5. Conclusion 

 

 Every teacher is supposed to have competences to conduct teaching, and one of them 

is pedagogical competence. It is really important for teachers to be able to teach, master their 

own field, and capable to handle classes. Based on the discussion in Chapter 4, the research 

subjects (2018 English Department students of Mulawarman University) tried their best to 

implement pedagogic competence aspect mentioned inside National Education Minister’s 

Regulation No. 16 Year 2007 (2007) into teaching English, although there were some 

different process inside each student’s teaching. In addition, it is known that the students did 

not implement all aspects of pedagogic competence while writing the lesson plans and 

making/searching the teaching videos to be used in their teaching practice. Pedagogic 

competence is a basic requirement that the English Department students must develop before 

working as teachers in future. 

 

6. Suggestion 

 

According to the conclusion, the researcher then would like to give some suggestions 

as follow: 

1. For the English Department, the result of this study can be used as preliminary 

information in finding the mastery of pedagogic competences that the English 

Department students of Mulawarman University have, thus preparing some 

ways to handle the problem. 

2. For the English Department students of Mulawarman University, the result of 
this study can be used as a reference in understanding the level of pedagogic 

competence that they have, thus empowering themselves to fix and develop 

their competence.  

3. For the future researchers, the result of this study is not a perfect one, because 

the research subject involved in this research is limited to only six students. It 

can be used as a consideration for those who want to conduct a deeper research 

related in the same topic by involving a large group of research subject 

thereafter, and even adding appropriate research instruments besides interview 

guidelines 
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